[Medical and social aspects of the question of noise in hospitals].
An analysis is made of the part played by noise in modern life and attention is drawn to its harmful effects from the social point of view. An account is given of the essential principles of acoustics and of the main effects of noise on human physiopathology. Attention is then given to the specific question of the effect of both internal and external noise on both patients and staff in hospitals. Principles to be applied in the rational prevention of disturbances due to noise are suggested and stress is laid on the importance of improved social and health education in this respect.